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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION 

Department of Curriculum Management  

Educational Assessment Unit 

 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2016 
 

FORM 4                     EUROPEAN STUDIES             MARKING SCHEME 

 
 

PART I                                                                                                                        (Total: 51 marks) 

 

Candidates are to choose any THREE sections from Part I and answer all the questions in the 

chosen sections. 

 

The answers in the marking scheme are just indicative and any other possible and valid answers 

are to be accepted. 
 

Question Mark Answer 

Section 1 − 

Power and 

People 

  

1.1 1 The Council of Europe 

1.2 3 The right to a fair trial secures the right to a proper 

administration of justice and entails that public hearings should 

take place before an independent and impartial tribunal within 

reasonable time and that a person is considered innocent until 

proven to be guilty. 

1.3 4 (2,2) Candidates should give two examples of fundamental human 

rights which are listed in the European Convention on Human 

Rights such as the right to life, the right to liberty and security 

and the freedom of expression. 

2.1 1 Racism takes place when people find it hard to accept those who 

are different because of the colour of their skin, their religion, 

their language etc.  This may lead to discrimination. 

2.2 6 (2,2,2) People who are discriminated: 

 may be excluded or made to feel inferior 

 may be harassed or threatened 

 may not be employed at a workplace because of who 

they are 

 may be refused to rent a place 

 may not receive a promotion at their place of work 

 may be given disrespectful treatment at public places 

 may be harassed by security officers at the airport 

Candidates should mention three ways. 

2.3 2 Xenophobia is the unreasonable fear or hatred of foreigners or 

strangers. 

 Total: 17  
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Section 2 − 

Economic 

Development 

and Changes 

in Europe 

  

1.1 10  The Scandinavian countries consist of the kingdoms of 

Norway, Sweden and Denmark, with some sources also 

including Finland and Iceland.  

 Sweden and Finland have the most forestry activity 

going on in their countries. 

 Up to the end of the last century, forests were regarded as 

an inexhaustible resource.   

 Trees were felled freely to provide raw materials for 

timber, paper pulp and fuel wood. 

 In recent times, the concept of sustainability has become 

a priority in Scandinavian forestry. 

 Sustainable forestry is being practiced in these countries 

by limiting the amount of timber that may be harvested 

through natural regeneration, through training given to 

foresters. 

 Planting and sowing is mainly done manually. 

 Fire look-out towers are erected on hills and used to spot 

any possible fires. 

 Natural fertilisers and natural pesticides are used. 

 Forestry Acts regulate forestry and the work of the 

foresters. 

1.2 1 The Ruhr Region 

2.1 6  The Port of Rotterdam is the largest and busiest port in 

Europe. 

 This port is found next to the channel of the River Rhine 

and this makes it easier for industries nearby to transport 

their goods through Rotterdam.   

 This activity, along with others, helps to increase 

substantially the European economy. 

 The harbour functions as an important transit point for 

bulk materials between the European continent and 

overseas.   

 From Rotterdam, goods are transported by ship, river 

barge, train or road all over the continent. 

 Rotterdam is fully mechanised as a storage and 

distribution centre for Europe for ores, grain, coal 

fertiliser and other dry bulk goods. 

 Total: 17  
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Section 3 – 

Demographic 

and Social 

Realities 

  

1.1 8 

(2,2,2,2) 

Candidates should mention four challenges of multiculturalism 

from the following or any other relevant points: 

 It is not easy to accommodate everybody and to protect 

vulnerable groups from racism, prejudices and 

discrimination. 

 There is competition for jobs as well as the risk that 

migrants are paid less than locals for carrying out the 

same jobs. 

 There is the possibility of the spread of ghettos, race riots 

and direct confrontations between different racial groups. 

 There may be a threat to the culture of that particular 

society. 

1.2 7  Population increased in Germany after the Second World 

War mainly due to immigration. 

 About 13 million refugees entered the present German 

territory from the former German Eastern provinces and 

Eastern Europe. 

 There was a continuous flow of people from East to West 

Germany until the border was closed and the Berlin Wall 

was erected in 1961.   

 Migrants came from poorer countries, for example 

Turkey, to occupy low paid jobs in the country’s 

expanding economy.   

 By the 1990s, these guest workers accounted for over 

70% of West Germany’s workforce. 

1.3 2 Mainstream culture is the principal or dominant culture in a 

society. A mainstream culture is seen as the prevailing culture 

held by a large amount of people residing in a particular society. 

 Total: 17  
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Section 4 − 

Europeans and 

their 

Environment 

  

1.1 2 The north of the continent is generally wetter than the south 

where rainfall tends to be seasonal and unreliable. 

1.2 10 

(2,2,2,2,2) 

Candidates should mention five problems from the following or 

any other relevant answer: 

 Much of Spain experiences a water deficit with demand 

being greater than supply. 

 Throughout most of the interior and south of Spain, 

rainfall is unrealiable and droughts are common. 

 Evaporation rates are greater than precipitation, making 

the storage of water difficult. 

 Agriculture needs water for only a few months of the 

year, but peak demands are during parts of the year when 

rainfall is at its lowest. 

 Tourism has increased the pressure on water resources.  

Tourists use far more water than local people, once again 

in the months when there is the least rainfall. 

 The greatest tourist demand is in coastal regions, where 

underground water is used as well as rainfall.  This 

limited supply of water is being used up far more quickly 

than it is being replaced. 

1.3 4 

(2,2) 
 Introducing more efficient methods of irrigation to 

reduce the amount of water wasted through agricultural 

use. 

 Developing crops which have lower water requirements 

and which grow when rainfall levels are higher during 

the year. 

1.4 1 Malta 

 Total: 17  
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Section 5 − 

Cultural 

Heritage 

  

1.1 6  The Divine Comedy became a cornerstone in the 

evolution of Italian as an established literary language. 

 The poem has an imaginative vision of the afterlife. 

 It describes Dante’s journey through Hell, Purgatory and 

Paradise.   

 This epic poem is written mostly on the regional dialect 

of Tuscany, but with some elements of Latin and other 

regional dialects. 

1.2 8   The Romans had a fine selection of building monuments 

in the city of Rome. 

 Their architecture was heavily influenced by the ancient 

Greek architecture which preceded it and which made 

frequent use of the Corinthian column which the Greeks 

had invented. 

 They are famous for their engineering achievements. 

 The Colosseum provides an example of Roman 

architecture at its finest. 

 It was used to host gladiatorial contests and shows of 

animal hunts utilising an enormous number of wild and 

exotic beasts imported from Africa and the Middle East. 

 Nowadays, the Colosseum is a major tourist attraction. 

1.3 3 The Beatles 

Candidates should mention two members from the following: 

John Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison and Ringo 

Starr. 

  

 

 Total: 17  

 

  



Page 6 of 8                                                         European Studies – Marking Scheme – Form 4 Secondary – 2016                                                         

PART II                                                                                                         (Total: 34 marks) 
 

Candidates are to choose any TWO questions and write in essay form. 
 

The following answers are only indicative.  Any other relevant and valid opinion / idea 

should be accepted. 

The 17 marks should be assigned as follows: 
 

16-17  :  Very Good 

13-15  : Good 

9-12  : Fair 

8 : Pass 

1-7  : Weak 

                                  

Question 
 

Mark Sample Answers 

   

Section 1 –  

Power and People 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17  The European Court of Human Rights is an international 

court which has its headquarters in Strasbourg. 

 This Court was charged with supervising the enforcement 

of the European Convention on Human Rights drawn up 

by the Council of Europe. 

 If the rights contained in the Convention have been 

violated in one of the member states, the individual 

concerned must first appeal to all competent national 

authorities. 

 If that does not work, the individual concerned may appeal 

directly to the European Court of Human Rights.  

Applicants must show that the highest court in their 

country has rejected their case. 

 All states that have ratified the Convention must accept the 

decision of the Court. 

 Individual complains cover a wide range of issues such as 

unlawful killings, torture and telephone tapping. 

Section 2 − 

Economic 

Development and 

Changes in 

Europe 

 

17  In this modern world of technology, e-commerce is fast 

becoming a very significant option for many businesses as 

several companies are interested in developing their stores 

online. 

 Before e-commerce was introduced, the only option for 

people to buy goods was to physically visit shops. 

 With the introduction of e-commerce, people all over the 

world are shopping online for different kinds of products. 

 E-commerce offers several benefits to the buyers. 

 Through e-commerce, customers can locate the product 

quicker and can also compare prices. 

 They have a greater choice as they have access to shops all 

over the world. 

 It is very convenient as it eliminates travel time and cost. 

 Through e-commerce one can find cheaper prices than in 

retail outlets. 

 For the seller, e-commerce is cost effective.  The seller 

encounters less costs to set up his or her business than is 

the case with retail outlets, and can lower the price. 
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Section 3 − 

Demographic and 

Social Realities 

17  The era known as the Industrial Revolution was a period 

in which fundamental changes occurred in agriculture, 

textile and metal manufacture, transportation, economic 

policies and the social structure. 

 The year 1760 is generally accepted as the eve of the 

Industrial Revolution. 

 Agriculture occupied a prominent position in the way of 

life of this period and was an indispensable source of raw 

materials for the textile industry. 

 Wool and cotton production for the manufacture of cloth 

were important industries during this era. 

 Prior to 1760, the manufacture of textiles occurred in the 

homes. 

 Many of the stages of production were performed by 

women and children. 

 In the mid-1760s the textile industry began to experience 

rapid change as a result of the invention of the jenny by 

James Hargreaves. 

 This device enabled the operator to simultaneously spin 

dozens of threads. 

 The machines that were invented for the textile industry 

led to tremendous changes in the world of work, resulting 

in the emergence of the new Factory System. 

Section 4 −  

Europeans and 

their 

Environment 

17  In the latter part of the 20th century, many of London’s 

Docklands manufacturing plants and wharves were 

abandoned. 

 Between 1967 and 1981, the docks had closed, moving 

downstream to another area outside London.   

 Since then the area started to change completely due to 

redevelopment. 

 Several changes occurred within the Docklands between 

1981 and 1998. 

 Low rents attracted a number of hi-tech and financial 

firms. 

 Many of the former warehouses were transformed into 

luxury flats and a large shopping area was constructed. 

 A number of parks were created, replacing buildings. 

 New roads were built as well as a special railway. 

 Although this redevelopment brought numerous benefits to 

the area, there was considerable opposition from some 

groups. 

 The original inhabitants of the area could no longer afford 

to live there. 

 The majority of the jobs in the new hi-tech industries were 

unsuitable to unemployed dock workers as they did not 

have the required skills needed for jobs in these industries. 

 Close-knit communities were also broken up. 

 There were insufficient services for people living in the 

area, such as care for the elderly. 
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Section 5 − 

Cultural Heritage 

17  The Baroque period followed the Renaissance and reached 

its peak in the 17th century. 

 This period began in Rome and spread to most of Europe. 

 Baroque art is heavily characterised by rich and deep 

colour and the chiaroscuro. 

 It is often thought of as a period of artistic style that used 

exaggerated motion and clear detail to produce drama, 

tension and grandeur in sculpture, painting, architecture, 

literature, dance, theatre and music. 

 Among the greatest painters of the Baroque period are 

Caravaggio, Rembrandt, Rubens and Vermeer. 

 The popularity and success of the Baroque style was 

encouraged by the Catholic Church which insisted that the 

arts should communicate religious themes. 

 

  Total: 85 marks 


